
RALLYE 
Simca's 
Sports car....
Simca (Société Industrielle de Mécanique et Carrosserie Automobile) 

was officially founded in 1935. It differed from other companies as it offered the best value for money.

From Italy to France: in 1924, Gianni Agnelli, the major owner of F.I.A.T., was very concerned about the 

supply of raw materials, mainly iron, because of his country’s defeat in World War I. 

The solution came through his collaborator Teodoro Enrico Pigozzi, who suggested buying scrap

in the Ruhr region, at the time owned by France.

Pigozzi was successful as an exporter of raw material. Agnelli rewarded him as the exclusive Fiat car dealer in 

France. 

With the New-York Stock Exchange crash in 1929, the French government banned imports. The alternative was to

start a local automaker, a privilege reserved only for the French. After gaining citizenship and now being

known as Henri-Théodore Pigozzi, by 1931 he already had a factory, but he lacked the technology and

production staff. To end his problem, he looked for quasi-failed factories and other companies to merge blocks, 

machine heads, build bodies and transmissions. Between 1932 and 1935, Pigozzi bought smaller companies that 

allowed himto have production gains and be selfsufficient in raw materials. But he knew the sophisticated taste of

French people.

In 1935, Pigozzi bought Donnet, which, at the time, was France's second car industry, only smaller than Renault. e

also took over as general chairman of the newly formed Société Industrielle de Mécanique et Carrosserie

Automobile, to make the Simca-Fiat. 

He introduced them to the 1.7-liter Ardita, named Simca- Fiat 11 CV, and he didn't stop anymore.

Simca's history in Brazil begins in January 1956, when Juscelino Kubitschek travelled to Paris and proposed the 

creation of a Brazilian Simca. In the following year, aiming to get rid of a car stock that had not sold in France, 

Henri Théodore Pigozzi responded by showing interest in exporting the Vedette to Brazil.

The Brazilian Automotive Industry Executive Group (GEIA) vetoed the proposal.However, J Kand

Governor Magalhães Pinto’s interest in implanting Simca in Minas Gerais still persisted. As Willys had entered 

into an agreement with Renault, and Fiat had links with the company, Pigozzi remade the proposal, including the 

entry of the Italian factory, which would supply a modern (and complicated) V8 engine. The proposal went

beyond GEIA's concessions, but JK intervened in favour of Simca. Therefore, on the 19th of February 1958, JK 

received, in Petrópolis/RJ, representatives of Simca, who took a Chambord, driven by the president in the 



courtyard of Rio Negro Palace.

The legal establishment of Simca do Brasil took place on 5th May. Although it was a company of Minas Gerais, it 

ran in the old warehouses of Varam Motores in São Bernardo do Campo/SP, which previously mounted Nash 

vehicles.

The sport version of Simca Chambord, launched in May 1962, the Rallye was the third product of the French

brand in Brazil. It was a low-cost sports car, based on the sedan platform to ensure the bestselling price, a trend of

the time,

borrowed from the Simca 1000 Rallye, France's compact rearengine sedan. Unlike the French car, our Rallye has 

never had a career in rallies, being present only in speed races, through the factory's racing department, or on

the initiative of independent drivers and teams. Although popularly known as the Rallye, there were two models, 

the Special Rallye was the first to emerge in 1962. With the launch of the EmiSul line, which arrived to

complement the Typhoon family, in May 1966, the Simca Rallye incorporatedallthe modifications adopted,

becoming even faster and more powerful. The first V8 engine with valves in the heads and hemispherical combu 

stion chambers, manufactured in the Southern Hemisphere – hence the origin of its name - maintains

the 2.5-litre displacement of the Typhoon Rallye, but with acompression ratio of 9.3: 1, power of 140 gross CV and

torque of 23 mkgf. 

They kept the same block, camshaft and 67mm pistons of the Typhoon, but with larger heads (to house the 

valves) in aluminium. In the previous series, the heads were flat and the valves were in the block. With the

addition of a thermostat to the cooling system, the overheating problems disappeared. On the electrical side, the 

dynamo was replaced by a 10-amp alternator, allowing the installation of an air conditioning and other luxury 

accessories, while the battery changed from the front to the right side of the trunk, due to the larger EmiSul engine 

size. Optionally, the new Rallye was offered with the 6M gearbox: in fact, it was the conventional gearbox, plus a 

reduced electric box, already used in trucks that, when triggered, multiplied the force of the three normal gears,

equivalent to six speeds. With this feature, coupled with the power of the new engine, one could, for example, 

calmly climb the mountains of Imigrantes, between Baixada Santista and São Paulo. It was a direct response to

the four-speed Aero-Willys competititor launched in the previous year.

There was almost no aesthetical difference between the two series: in EmiSul the C column gained larger 

dimensions on the sides, becoming straighter than in Typhoon. In the same columns the Emi-Sul emblem

was applied, one on each side. The rear guard was slightly smaller, and, in front of the grill emblem, there was a 

black and gold bicolor background, with the inscription ‘SIMCA do BRASIL’. The name EmiSul was, in part, 

derived from Hemi, a nomenclature employed by Chrysler on its hemispherical V8 engines. In the case of Simca, 

the letter “H” had been deleted because Chrysler did not yet want to see its name publicly associated with Simca 

in Brazil, although the US Company already had a strong stake in the French group. Even with all this fresh start, 

the EmiSul was not without its problems: the first units to leave the assembly line had broken valves, crankshafts

and bearings due to their high power, mainly affecting the cars of less careful and fast drivers.

Aware of the problem, the automaker promoted the first ‘recall’ that is known in the Brazilian auto industry.

Taken off from the line in late 1966, the Simca Rallye was later succeeded by the relatively short-lived GTX - the 

braver version of the Esplanada.

P r o d u c t i o n , S imc a Rallye's main goal was to demonstrate to the public an image of high 

performance, resistance and reliability. This was a top priority for the French brand, despite the problems that



eventually tarnished its reputation, even with all the improvements incorporated in almost a decade in the country.

As it is a sports car, based on a four-door sedan such as Chrysler GTX, Renault Gordini 1093 and Opala SS 1971,

it could be viewed with some disdain by the ‘purists’, who might claim that sports cars should have only twodoor,

as the current ‘sporting’ sedans made by the national auto industry. From the beginning to the end of its  

manufacture, the Simca Rallye had 3,992 units produced. Of these, it is estimated that there are less than ten 

percent of this car model nowadays, either at junkyards or with collectors, which turns it into a precious rarity.

It is exactly the case of this Simca Rallye 6M 1966 EmiSul. This car was bought at the beginning of 1967, between

January and March, at the end of its production. Generally, no one wanted to invest in an end-of-line car, as line 

67 was already being advertised, mainly named as "Chrysler".

The Story of a RALLYE 66
The purchase : “This car, with a chassis number 50,037, belonged to a gentleman named Edson, who owned a

gas station at Avenida João Pessoa, in Porto Alegre/RS. He bought the vehicle in 1967, keeping it until 1978

when he no longer used it every day,” says Carlos Francisco Wahrlich, the current owner.

Even after about 11 years of the purchase, Mr. Edson was still very fond of his Simca.

The second owner: a regular day in 1978, Mr. Flavio, who became the second owner of the car, saw the 

EmiSulengine Simca Rallye at the gas station. Impressed by the view, he promptly approached Mr.Edson to ask 

about the possibility of purchasing the car.

Mr Edson asked for a very high value, above average at the time. Flavio accepted, “Fine. Then you hold me the 

vehicle because I am going home and soon I will be back to take the car”. It was then that this Simca changed

hands in 1978. Mr. Flavio used the car until 1984/85 when he bought another car for daily use. It is known that his 

whole family cherished their Simca a lot.

In the 1980s, Flavio replaced the original engine for a GM 4-cylinder Opala engine so he could use it for everyday

riding. Also, in the late 1990s, Mr. Flavio also tried to restore his Simca: he had it painted in red, removed the 

original interior, which was already well worn, and put the EmiSul engine back. However, he did not use it after 

that.
The third owner :

“I bought the car in 2005. I remember that when we were signing the sales document at the Azenha’s notary in 

Porto Alegre/RS, Mr. Flavio was very nervous and sad, with tears in his eyes. He was very fond of the car and 

recalls Carlos Francisco Wahrlich took good care of it; he said that the vehicle has never 'slept wet’,”. “Finally, with 

our Simca in hands, we took him to the workshop. We turned it on and soon noticed that the engine was not 

working as it should. Then we decided to rebuild the whole engine, gearbox, and the brakes. It took us about a 

year and a half to get it ready,” he says. Carlos' initial idea was to take the vehicle to France and attend the Club 

Vedette France.

The club, created in 1977, is aimed at vehicle enthusiasts that own Marford, Ford-S.A. F, and Simca, which are 

equipped with V8 engines and side valves, popularly known as “Vedettes”.

The club's main intentions are to create bonds between Vedette lovers in France and abroad, to encourage 

restoration and conservation, and to research the history and image of these vehicles. At the end of 2018, the



club had about 650 registered members.

“In 2007 my Simca was already beautifully painted and working, however, its interior was definitely not ready. Due 

to lack of time, the idea of taking the vehicle to France was losing strength.

 But now, in 2019, with the club's new invitation, we are in a rush to finish the car 100%,”

claims Carlos.
Intersecting stories:

“The interesting thing about this car is that my father saw it while he was still at the Sulbra dealer in him: a Simca 

Rallye 6M Metallic Goldfinger EmiSul; it was Simca's peak at the time, and it cost a fortune,” Carlos recalls.

At that time, although Carlos’ father was in love with the vehicle, he could not buy it. Years later, in the mid-

1970s, he saw it again, now with Mr. Edson, parked at the gas station. At that point, he asked if Mr. Edson would 

like to sell it, which was promptly denied by him because of his affection for the car.

“When I found out in 2005 that this Simca was for sale, I had no idea which car it was, I just knew it was rare and

that I was looking for a model to work on a project that I could take to France. The car was amazing and ready to 

be made; however, I had no money as I still was a university student. I asked my dad for the money and we talked 

about the car. He surprised me and said: ‘I think I know this car', and told me the story you just heard. After this, 

he gave me the money and we bought the Rallye. The stories ended up intersecting …”, concludes Carlos.
08


